Preliminary observations on oral blood flow.
Using laser Doppler flowmetry (LDF), the blood microcirculation of the masseter muscle was studied in one healthy male subject performing clenching and grinding of the teeth. LDF suggested that blood flow was increased during clenching, and that it did not change appreciably during grinding. In one female patient (acute pain from myofibrostic lesion in masseter muscle), LDF suggested that flow within the lesion was increased during rest (postural position). In three healthy adults, subjected to simulated traumatic occlusion of the incisors, LDF suggested an absence of consistent changes in pulpal blood flow.